Purbeck U3A Creative Photography Group

Programme: Winter & Spring 2016

Overview
The programme for the winter and spring terms of 2016 will include a number of themes listed below.

1. Master Photographers

2. Image editing 

3. Setting Up Your Camera

4. Photography walks (weather permitting)

5. Group project

Master Photographers
Photography was invented as far back as 1839. Throughout its history certain individuals have stood out as creative innovators and masters of both the craft and art of photography. We will be looking at the work of a number of these key photographers and asking questions such as: why is their work so highly regarded and what can we learn from their use of composition and technique? We will be using DVDs, photographic books and the web to illustrate the work of these outstanding individuals. 

Image Editing
Image editing didn’t start with digitization. Since the 19th century it has been common practice to control the way the final image is presented. In the pre digital era, both chemical development of the negative and dark room techniques during printing (such as dogging and burning) were employed so that the final print would be close to the photographer’s original intention. In fact, to overcome the limitations of the photographic medium itself, such manipulations were necessary.

This type of control was mainly confined to B&W photography. Film based colour photography was complex and did not lend itself to such manipulations. However, with the introduction of digital photography colour images have become relatively easy to manipulate. This shift in technology has opened up a whole new world of possibilities. 

To a certain extent, it is now possible to control the way an image looks using the camera’s own built in software.  Hence, even when setting your camera to produce JPEG files, a certain amount of control of white balance, image sharpness, shadow and highlight control, etc. are possible. On many recent   cameras, it is possible to save the image as a RAW file and then process it using the camera’s built-in software.  While this may be convenient in the field, it is not a long-term solution. Mobile phone and tablet image-editing software packages are now available which could be used when on the move.

There are many image-editing software packages available nowadays. Some of these are free, some moderately priced and some are very expensive. It would not be feasible to review every one in our meetings. If you are interested in any particular software package have a look on the Internet to see if it has been reviewed. YouTube has many videos related to this subject. Also, it is normal to be allowed to download this type of software for a free 30-day trial.  If at a future date you feel like giving a short presentation of any image-editing software you favour please let me know.

I have personally invested a lot of time and effort learning how to use Adobe’s Lightroom. This is a powerful cataloguing and image-editing software package and has become a favourite with professional photographers. Many use it combined with Photoshop, although as Lightroom has developed the need to resort to Photoshop has become less pressing. Internet support for Lightroom is considerable and a lot of this is free.

In order to demonstrate the possibilities of image-editing software, I will be using Lightroom as model. While it will differ from other image-editing software packages, it will nevertheless demonstrate the ways in which images may be enhanced and manipulated to achieve desired effects. I will ask you to bring along one RAW image file (on a memory stick if possible) so that you can witness how it may be treated. 

Setting Up Your Camera
Modern digital cameras are complex compared to film cameras. Delving into the camera’s menus’ can be bewildering with so many options to choose from.  Do we need all those ‘bells and whistles’ we might well ask. Well yes, some are very useful. Although we are told to “read the manual” – good advice as far as it goes – it is useful to have some of the technical terms de-jargonised. Also, how and when should we use these goodies?

With this in mind, I intend to work through the various menu items commonly found on digital cameras and demonstrate what they actually control. You will be asked to bring your cameras along to the sessions so that you can familiarise yourself with the menu item being discussed and try it out for yourself. In addition many cameras have buttons on the back that control certain functions, such as AE-L and AF-L, as well as other ‘function’ buttons or dials. How can we use these to enhance our photographic control?

Photographic Walks
When weather permits, an occasional photographic walk would be very instructive. Everyone will ‘see’ an area or subject in a different way. We can all benefit from comparing our resulting images. 

Group Projects
I think it would be rewarding for the group to have a major project that we can all contribute to. The results could then be shown in various venues. The theme could be a location, specific structures, an activity or maybe something more abstract such as ‘growth and decay’. Whatever we chose we should aim to create a collection of images that will grab the attention of the public.
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